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Abstract

The article is devoted to the analysis to the study of neologisms as an integral part of texts of different
genres written by Catherine Il. The problem is considered to be urgent as it can be useful for the study of
history and historical processes in the Russian language, for to description of the linguistic-cognitive level of
the linguistic personality of the empress, her picture of the world. The authors studies the reasons of the
emergence of neologisms the texts of Catherine the Great, reveals the reasons that affected their usage in
the texts. The authors studies the ways of neologisms formation. The concept of the term “stylistic
neologism” is considered and the classification of methods of formation of the words is given. Suffixation,
prefixation and stem composition methods are described as the most widely used ways for the neologisms to
be formed. A productive way to form adjectives in the works of Catherine Il is suffixation (suffixes -nuse-, -
mernbH-). Suffixes -HUU-, -fIbHUY-, -cmeo- are the most common productive way to form nouns. New verbs
are formed by adding to the abstract or concrete noun the word-derivative suffix typical for verbs -uposa-.
The desire of Catherine the Great for emotionality leads to creating of a large number of words with
diminutive suffixes -eyk-, -eHbK-, -OHbK-, -YWK-, -tOWK-. It is revealed that the individual stylistic neologisms of
the empress-writer help Catherine the Great to characterize an object or phenomenon better, to emphasize
the conceptual element, quality and ideological concept of the created word, necessary in a certain
communicative situation.

Keywords: neologism, linguistic-cognitive level, linguistic personality, linguistic picture of the world, word
formation

1 INTRODUCTION

In the works of Catherine I, together with common occasional phrases and expressions there are a lot of
individually-used words, it is a kind of individually stylistic neologisms of the Empress-writer. When we speak
about stylistic neologism, we mean neologism (word or speech), “created by the author of this literary work
with a specific stylistic purpose and usually not widely used, not included in the vocabulary of the language”
(Rosenthal, 2003, p. 223). In our opinion, such wordshelp Catherine the Great to characterize better an
object or phenomenon, show its essence, emphasize the conceptual element, quality, ideological concept of
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an educated language unit, necessary in a certain communicative situation.

The aim of the study is to identify the main ways of forming new words in the Russian language of the XVIII
century on the basis of texts of Catherine II.

To achieve this aim it is necessary to solve the following tasks:
1) To identify the main goals of creating neologisms by Catherine the Great;
2) To determine the most productive ways of forming new words: nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, etc.

Our analysis of the texts written by Catherine Il identified that neologisms are created by the Empress using
several quite productive ways.

2 RESULTS
2.1 The formation of Adjectives

A productive way to form adjectives in the works of Catherine Il is a suffix.

1) Adjectives which are used to characterize a person or give a more detailed description of a situation are
formed from nouns denoting a particular phenomenon or object using the suffix (primarily the suffix -nus-).

“Bcsikull 3mo U 2080puUm; a OH ypousiue, MoU ceem, mak ypo4nus, Ymo Hesnb3s 6onbwe” (comedy Oh,
Times!). The adjective ypousnus is used to characterize the son of the hero Chudikhin, who receives many
lessons from all the people surrounding him. Consequently, the word ypounue acts as a suffix formation from
a noun lesson.

2) Adjectives are formed from verbs by adding the suffix -mesbH-.

In the study of I.M. Maltseva “Lexical new formations in the Russian language of the XVIII century” (1975), it
is noted that “in the XVIII century in the field of verbal word formation of adjectives the suffix -mesnbH-
belonged to the number of the most active and productive“ (Maltseva, 1975, p. 210). According to linguists
the intensification of its use is caused by the expansion of their word-formation base and the increase in the
semantic capacity of this word-formation type (Maltseva, 1975, p.212). In the texts of Catherine Il there are
both qualitative and relative adjectives formed using the suffix -mesbH- from verbs of different semantics —
abstract and concrete (denoting specific physical actions): for example,oxpaHumernbHbil, nomozamesribHbIU,
omeeyamersbHbIl,  MPUMUPUMESbHbLIU,  npucedamernbHbIl,  omesieKamesibHbIU,  U3/1e4umeribHoe,
yMSXYUmersibHbIU.

«Jlekapcmeo Gamb eli osKHO, S Orisi Mo20 Mbl 30echb; HO U3bpamb U3 COMHU rloMo2amersibHoe Ha mom
cnyyval, 8 mom uckyccmeo cocmoumy (comedy The Deceiver). The noun nomozamensHoe is formed from
the verb nomoeams, and nomozamernsHoe is smth “what should help”.

From adjectives formed with the suffix -menbn- Catherine the Great also creates adverbs: «Cmpacmsb
Kucmbto ceoeli Obnaemsb HadyepmaHiss Ha nuyb ecsikazo yenosbka; eecenbe, padocmsb, cepdye, ne4varsib,
pesHocmb, 3asucmb, NTOXb, MWeHie, Hepbwumocms, meepdocms, ynpsamMcmeo — Oblicmeyromsb CHapyXu;
4yepmbl OHbIMB coomebmcmeyromb npomsicamernibHO, UMU YKPOMUMesbHO, UU OmmycKamersbHO, uniu
3ambwamernbHo, unu uHako» (comedy Siberian Shaman).

2.2 The formation of Nouns

Nouns denoting an object of action or subject are formed from verbs in a suffix way. The most often used
suffixes are -HUU-, -fIbHUY-, -CME0-:

«Madam pubyx depxxum eli nod Hocom HroxanbHUUy» (comedy The Deceiver). The noun HrooxanbHuuy is
formed by the suffix method (suffix -neHuy-) from the verb HioxaTte and denotes an object that is sniffed,
inhaled. However, the researcher E. Epstein singles out the suffix -anb-, calling it one of the most common in
the 14-18 centuries (Epstein).

In the work of .M. Maltseva “Lexical new formations in the Russian Language of the 18th century” (1975), it
is rightly noted that nouns formed by the addition of the element -cmeo- were widespread in the texts of the
18th century, and lexemes of various lexical and semantic categories could be highlighted among them: a)
with the value of quality, property, attribute, b) with the value of the abstract action, c) with the value of the
state, d) the collective value, e) with the specific value (Maltseva, 1975, p. 79). In the works of Catherine the
Great, words with the suffix -cmeo- dominate, having a collective meaning, as well as reflecting properties,
states, phenomena of reality: suyeumcmeo, 0be3bssHCMEO, criokolcmeo, camodepxagcmeo, Mpismcmeo,
MoKkopcmeo, 3eMedesibCmeo, HacusibCmeo.
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Nouns are formed by joining so-called diminutive suffixes (suffixes of subjective assessment) to abstract
nouns, and new words start to have an ironic connotation of meaning:

«Hem nu nobosuwku?» (comedy “Siberian Shaman”). In this way in the comedy “Siberian Shaman” the
main hero Bragin with irony says about the causes of poor health.

2.3 Ways to Create Verbs and Verbal Lexemes

1) New verbs are formed by adding to the abstract or concrete noun a word-forming suffix -uposa- typical for
this part of speech:

«Bom ewe! cmaHy nu s ¢ makor nodrnocmeio aHkaHanbupoe8ambsCsl U XXU3Hb C80H puckuposams!» (the
comedy On the name-day of Madame Vorchalkina). The verb puckuposams is formed from the word puck
with the help of the productive verb suffix -uposa-. The word ankaHanbuposamscs is formed from “kaHanbsa”
in a confix way (prefix -aH-, suffix -uposa-).

2) In the works of Catherine Il, a productive word-formation element (suffix) -upoBa- is often joined to foreign
verbs because the Empress wanted to use less foreign words: dekoHmeHaHcuposarscs, Kpelicupogams,
peko[e]Hocuposamb, aHeaxxupogamhk, CyrcaHUpo8amhb, WUKaHUpyem, aHa/103uposanach, cychnumuposame.

3) In the texts written by Catherine Il, there are also words formed in the prefixal way, but they are presented
in small numbers. And the main function of the prefix is to give the lexeme great emotional richness:

“Tonbko Hem, riopa nepecmams mebe ampb y8epeHUs: Mbi OOIKEH yxe bbimb rpe rpe npeyeepeH, 4mo s
mebs nrobno. Bom u 8ca ckaska mym, a cka3ku UHble — He cymb cka3ku” (Letters from Catherine Il to Count
G. Potemkin). In this example, the repeated prefix was used by Catherine Il with a specific communicative
task — to emphasize the importance of the absoluteness of the action, the highest degree of the attribute.

2.4 A Stem Composition

A productive way of forming lexical units of different parts of speech is a stem composition. Such new
formations are very often found in the texts of Catherine Il of any genre affiliation and determine the linguistic
personality of the empress. She uses such words for various purposes: in some cases to give an ironic
meaning, in others to highlight the necessary connotation of meaning in a word.

By adding up the foundations, lexical units of the following parts of speech are formed primarily: noun,
adverb and adjective. Verbs created by this method were not found in the analyzed material.

Such words are different in the way they are formed:

1) Model “the adjective + noun”: Heydo60803MOXHOCMU, 6bICOKO3HaHuUe, 2ycmombicriie, MofHOMbICTie,
neakogbpHOCMIO, MOHKOMBICTIie, aryboKomMbichie, etc.;

2) Model “noun + noun”: ymoHa4yepmaHue, oeaHecmpersue, etc.;

3) Model “adjective + adjective”: kpamkoOnuHHasi, 8bICOKOYyMHaz20, 8bICOKOMOHKUE, etc.;
4) Model “adverb + adjective (verb adjective)’: npomueoHenensili, HOBONPUHAMbBIMB, €tcC.;
5) Model “numeral + adverb”: dsoecmbicrieHHO, etc.;

6) Model “numeral + adjective (or noun)’: dsoe3HameHamerlbHbIsl, MPEMHO20MPYOHbIU, MPUAUCMHbIU,
mpueodHewHas, etc.;

7) model “noun + verb”: 2o0r108010MHa20, etc.

2.5 Suffixes of Subjective Assessment

An exceptional feature of the linguistic personality of Catherine Il is the way of formation of new lexical units
of different parts of speech by adding diminutive and caressing suffixes (suffixes of subjective assessment) -
€4K-, -eHbK-, -OHbK-, -YWK-, -loWK-, etc. The largest number of words created in this way is found in the letters
of the empress addressed to her favorite Count G.A. Potemkin, due to the special feelings of Catherine the
Great to this person, as well as in literary works (comedies, fairy tales). With the help of diminutive suffixes,
words of various parts of speech are formed:

1) Nouns: xaHOpywiedka, MUsIOWEYKa, C/I08e4YWKO, cydapyluka, cepOeduWKo, KPOWEeYKo, TUYUKO, CIe3Ku,
8epesoyKa, etc.;

2) Adjectives: muneHbkul, O0bpeHbKoe, C8eXeHbKUE, MOJI00eWeHbKa, etc.;

3) Adverbs: uspsiOHeweHbKO, yMHEHbBKO, XOPOWOXOHbKO, MasieUWeHbKO, etc.
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3 CONCLUSIONS

The creation of words is one of the most important methods of the linguistic personality of Catherine Il. The
purpose of individual author's new formations is to emphasize the conceptual element necessary in a certain
communicative situation, the quality, the meaning of a linguistic unit, necessary in a certain context.
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