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Abstract

The case system of the Russian language is very difficult for foreign students because all cases are
polysemantic, the amount of values is not the same; in addition to the main system endings, there are a
large number of exceptions; there is an internal interference associated with homonymous endings of
different cases and with homographs.

The choice of a particular way of presenting grammatical material, or approach, is due to some reasons, the
main of which are:

a) the intensity of the course (how much time can be dedicated to studying the case system);
b) intellectual level of the group;

C) national traditions of education (for example, students from China are used to memorizing and returning,
repeating many times).

For different approaches the different order of studying the cases are shown. In the concentric approach,
after the nominative, which is always studied first since it is the initial (dictionary) form of the word, the
genitive case in the meaning of absence should naturally be studied. This approach is logical when getting
acquainted with the second case before studying the verb system. The construction “Y meHss ecmb 1 have’ +
noun in the nominative case" requires a logical continuation - the construction "Y meHs Hem ‘I don’t have’ +
noun in the genitive case" (genitive in the meaning of absence — Hem koeo? Hem uyeeo?). Further, the
following order is optimal: prepositional (in the meaning of the place — 2de?) — accusative (in the sense of a
direct object — umo? ko2o0?) — dative (in the meaning of the addressee — komy?) — instrumental (in the
sense of complicity — ¢ kem?).

With repeated, complete and detailed studying cases, as well as with a linear approach, the order is another:
nominative — prepositional — genitive — accusative — dative — instrumental. The article explains the
rationale for these approaches.

From all the richness and diversity of the meanings of Russian cases, the most important ones are chosen at
the initial stage, which ensures the "survival" in the new language environment, social adaptation of foreign
students. A detailed description of these critical values is also given in the article.

Keywords: The case system of the Russian language, the existing points of view on teaching, teaching
experience.

1. INTRODUCTION

The case system of the Russian language is the most difficult part of grammar for foreign students. The
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reason for this, of course, is either the lack of nominal inflection in the native language of the foreign
language, or the discrepancy of this system in the studied and native language (Unezheva, 2016, p. 201).
Difficulties are caused by "the polysemy of cases, the variety of inflections, the changing of forms and
alternation of the bases of singular and plural nouns, pronouns, adjectives, numerals, ... prepositional case
management" (Valizadeh, 2017). In addition, "problems in the development of the case system of the
Russian language by foreigners are caused by interference" (Kholodkova, 2012, p. 275).

Thus, the Russian case system is more difficult for foreign students, as:

a) All cases are polysemantic, the number of values are not the same (for example, about 10 values of the
genitive, about five values of the dative and prepositional cases);

b) In each case, in addition to the main system endings, there are a large number of exceptions (for
example, in the prepositional case, the main ending is —e, the second system ending is —u, and the non-
system ending is —y/-r0);

¢) The form changing can take place by alternating basics (pom — pma, cécmpbi — cecmép);

d) The internal interference associated with homonymous endings of different cases: my3biky (accusative
singular feminine) — dpyey (dative singular masculine); and homographs: okHa (nominative case plural
neuter) — okHa (genitive singular neuter).

However, full communication in Russian without knowledge of the case system is impossible, therefore, in
the methodology of teaching Russian as a foreign language is constantly working to improve approaches,
techniques and pedagogical technologies, including multimedia (Morozovska, 2016), which are used in the
study of this grammatical material.

It is proposed, for example, “a comprehensive linguistic analysis of the category of case, the application of
which in the classroom on Russian as a foreign language... will contribute to the effectiveness of training and
revision of approaches to teaching the case system” (Morozovska, 2016, p. 197). Within the communicative
trend in teaching Russian as a foreign language proposed situational motivation, that is, demonstration to
foreign students that incorrect use of cases results not only in violation of the rules, but also in
communicative failure. It is also said about the “principle of continuity and perspective” in teaching foreign
students the case system of the Russian language (Zlobina, 2011, p. 43).

In textbooks and manuals grammatical material on this topic is also served quite differently both in terms of
the order of the study of cases, and in terms of the method of presentation of the material. The study of the
case system in some manuals begins with the accusative case, in others — with the prepositional, in the third
— with the genitive. Compilers of some manuals adhere to the “horizontal” presentation of the material, in
which each new case is studied thoroughly with all endings, meanings for all nominal parts of speech. In
other manuals the concentric approach assuming gradual expansion and complication of a material is used:
at first the most important values of all cases at the use of nouns in singular and personal pronouns, then —
at the use of nouns in plural, finishing with studying adjectives and pronouns.

Thus, the purpose of our article is to summarize the experience of teaching the case system of the Russian
language and to develop a systematic approach to the study of this grammatical topic.

To achieve this goal, we have solved a number of tasks:

1) Describe the existing points of view on teaching foreign languages prepositional-case system of the
Russian language;

2) Justify the developed in the process of teaching this grammatical topic own approach to the study of
Russian cases;

3) Determine the sequence of the introduction of cases;

4) Determine the range of important communicative values necessary for the study at the initial stage.

2. CASE SYSTEM OF THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE: DIFFICULTIES OF MASTERING
AND EXPERIENCE OF OVERCOMING THEM

In practice of teaching Russian as a foreign language we use 2 approaches to studying the prepositional-
case system of the Russian language:

1) Concentric, in which all cases of nouns are first studied, but in each case only one, two meanings
maximum and only in the singular form are actualized. For example, the genitive case is the meaning of
absence. And then students get acquainted with each case again, but in detail, studying all forms of singular
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and plural nouns and adjectives and all the meanings in which this case is used;

2) Linear (“horizontal”), in which one case is first studied “entirely”. And then we pass to another case, which
is also thoroughly studied. And the same goes for all six cases.

The choice of the approach is dictated by several factors:

1) The time of arrival of the students. If time is short, the pace of learning will be fast. With intensive study of
the case system, it is better to use a linear approach, since the concentric approach requires more time to
repeat the endings of one case without introducing a new material, since the next new material will be
another case. With the linear approach, it is possible to introduce new material at every lesson, while
repeating the endings of the forms of nouns and adjectives of the same case occurs in parallel with this
introduction: when memorizing verbs, after which the given case is used, when studying all the meanings in
which the given case is used. Nouns and adjectives in the studied constructions have the form of one case,
change according to the same model, and case endings are absorbed better. If the group has enough time,
the concentric approach allows to achieve great results, since the main meanings of cases are well practiced
and remembered, in the minds of foreigners there is a clear distinction between the singular and plural,
forms of nouns and adjectives. In the transition from study to a more detailed study, students already have
some idea of the General outline of the case system.

2) The intellectual level of the group. Weaker groups require a constant return to the already passed,
repetition with an explanation at a more advanced level of the previously studied material. The concentric
approach meets these requirements and is therefore more productive in such groups. Even with partial
assimilation of the material, students will have an idea of the entire case system.

It is necessary to pay attention to the fact that at different approaches different order of studying of cases is
shown. With the concentric approach after the nominative, it is logical to study the genitive case in the
meaning of absence. The construction “Y menss ecmb 1 have’ + noun in the nominative case” requires a
logical continuation — the construction “Y meHst Hem ‘I don’t have’ + noun in the genitive case” (genitive in the
meaning of absence — Hem ko2o0? Hem uezo0?). And then in the following order: accusative case (in the
meaning of a direct object —umo? ko20?) — prepositional (in the meaning of the place — 20e?) — dative (in
the meaning of the addressee — komy?) — instrumental (in the sense of compatibility — ¢ kem?).

With repeated, already complete and detailed study of cases, as well as with a linear approach, the order is
already different: nominative — prepositional — genitive — accusative — dative — instrumental. This order
is due to several reasons, which will be discussed below.

At the same time, in our opinion, special attention should be paid to case terminology, namely, the names of
cases. Undoubtedly, the names of cases are difficult words for a foreigner, but, in our opinion, it is advisable
to use these terms. First, these terms are clear to all native speakers of the Russian language. If foreign
students will help in the development of the case system of their Russian friends, there will be no
terminological misunderstanding. Secondly, and, in our opinion, the most important thing is that such
terminology can be used in any method of studying cases. In some manuals there is a use as names of
cases of their serial number: nominative — 1, genitive — 2, dative — 3, accusative — 4, instrumental — 5,
prepositional — 6. This nhomination, justified from the point of view of a native Russian speaker, is not always
clear to a foreigner. He has no idea about the “correct order” of cases. Moreover, as noted above, the
teacher introduces foreign students to cases in a different sequence. Therefore, it is difficult for a foreigner to
explain why the case 1 is studied first, and then, the case 6. If you number the cases as you study, then in
different techniques, the same case may have a different number.

We would like to emphasize once again the difference between studying cases in the Russian school from
acquaintance with the case system in the Russian as a foreign language. Another important point is the case
qguestions. The methodological error of some teachers is the presentation of the usual case questions:
nominative — kmo? umo?, genitive — ko20? 4ez0?, dative — komy? uyemy?, accusative — ko20? 4ymo?,
instrumental — kem? yem?, prepositional — o komM? o 4ém? In the study of cases it is necessary to go from the
values in which cases are used, and it is these values that will dictate the questions. For example, in the
prepositional case we distinguish 5 main values: place (20e? — Ha cmone ‘on the table’), the object of speech
(o kom? o0 4ém? — 0 mame, 06 sk3ameHe ‘about mother, about examination’), time (ko2da? — e anpese ‘in
april’), transport (Ha 4ém? — Ha aemobyce ‘by bus’), clothes (8 yem? — 8 pybawke, 8 dxuHcax ‘in shirt, in
djeans’). As can be seen from the above examples of questions much more than studied in the Russian
school, because for a Russian person it is clear that the questions o yém? Ha 4ém? e uém? — these are
different forms of the same question, and for a foreigner these are different questions. In addition, if the
choice of a particular case in the mind of a foreigner will be associated with the situation, so the value that is
required in a given situation of speech, then foreign students will be able (with the necessary grammatical
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forms) to build speech and not just to answer questions. Often there is a situation when while answering
guestions, students do not have difficulties in choosing the form of a noun or adjective, because they have
learned the correspondence of the question — the case form. But in the flow of speech, when there are no
guestions, the foreigner cannot change the words correctly.

Let us consider in more detail the method of studying each case.
2.1 Prepositional
The study of the prepositional case first (after the nominative) justified by several reasons:

1. High communicative importance of the question where? Foreign students learn the ways of expressing
spatial meanings at the very beginning of learning the Russian language (adverbs that answer the question
where: here-there, right-left, far-near, etc.). The ability to determine the location, to inform about location
ensures survival in the new language environment.

2. Apparent simplicity — the same endings for all nouns (masculine, feminine, neuter).

Therefore, in both linear and concentric approaches, the first meaning of the prepositional case is the place
of action (8 yHueepcumeme ‘at the university’, Ha ypoke ‘on the lesson’.

Often, especially in the practice of novice teachers, at the initial presentation of cases to foreign students, the
so-called case questions are first presented; in this case, questions o kom ‘about whom™? o 4ém ‘about
what? Russian grammar is not yet understood by beginners. This creates great difficulties in learning,
because beginners do not yet have an idea about the system of the Russian language, its grammar.

At the initial stage of acquaintance with cases it is necessary to enter only those values which are actual for
foreigners, i.e. have high communicative significance. The study of the prepositional case begins with the
meaning of the place: the difference is demonstrated in the use of prepositions e and Ha (8 yHusepcumeme
Ha ypoke ‘at the university in the lesson’, e mabopamopuu Ha 3aHsmuu fn the lab on the lesson’), and rules
for the use of the endings -e and -u. Non-system ending -y is introduced to words used in the initial stage of
training (Ha rony, e wkagy, e necy ‘on the floor, in the closet, in the woods’, etc.). The difficulty for
foreigners may be the fact that the use of prepositions e (in) and Ha (on) does not always correspond to
certain meanings. It is known that the preposition & (in) has the meaning “inside”, and the preposition Ha (on)
has the meaning “on the surface”. 8 obwexumuu fin the hostel’ — Ha ynuuye ‘on the street’. You can
demonstrate this difference by showing, for example, a book: on the table or in the table. However, there are
cases of the use of the preposition #Ha (on), which you need to remember: Ha PoduHe ‘in the homeland’, Ha
3ae00e ‘at the factory’, Ha gok3ase ‘at the station’, etc. It should be noted that the work with the prepositions
8 (in) and Ha (on) will be continued in the study of genitive and accusative cases and verbs of motion.

The meaning of the object of thought and speech (o kom? ‘about whom?’ o 4ém? ‘about what?’ — o
mame, o Mockse, 06 ak3ameHe ‘about mother, about Moscow, about examination’ is entered after studying
and fixing of local value. It is necessary to pay attention to the use of forms of the preposition o (about) — 06,
06o.

The prepositional case also has the meaning of time. The question korga? ‘when?’ by the time of studying
the prepositional case is already familiar to foreign students. When studying this meaning, it should be noted
that the prepositional case for expressing time segments is used when indicating the month — e sHeape, &
¢esparie in January, in February’, etc., and the year — 8 meicssiya dessimbcom geocembOecsim ce0bMoMm 200y
‘in nineteen eighty-seven’. It is important to pay attention to the use of forms such as e amowm 200y (mecsiye),
8 npowriom 200y (Mecsiye), 8 cnedyrowem 2ody (mMecsye) this year (month), last year (month), next year
(month)’ — Ha amodl Hedene, Ha npowrnol Hederne, Ha credyrwel Hedene ‘this week, last week, next week’
focusing on the use of prepositions & (in) and Ha (on).

Although the verbs of motion have not yet been studied at this stage, but it seems appropriate to introduce
into active use constructions that answer the question Ha 4yém? (on what?) with the meaning of means of
transportation: Ha asemobyce, Ha mawuHe. Ha camonéme by bus, by car, by plane’. Preliminary
acquaintance with the basic verbs of motion udmu-xodums, exams-e3dums is justified and meets the
principle of advanced training.

To study another meaning of the prepositional case at the initial stage, we can suggest the construction
6bimb, xo0umb 8 4ém? to be in what? (Buepa oHa bbiria @ KpacHOM nnambe U e Hoeol Kypmke; OHa
xo0um e OnuHHbIX bkax ‘Yesterday she wore a red dress and a new jacket; she wears long skirts’) This
meaning is not considered in all textbooks intended for the initial stage of training, but the frequency and
importance of this construction allows you to get acquainted with it when you first refer to the prepositional
case. Subsequently, it can be correlated with the accusative case: Hocums ymo? (OHa Hocum OnuHHbIe
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r6ku ‘She wears long skirts’)
2.2 Genitive

If about prepositional case almost all Methodists agree that it is necessary to study it first, i.e. immediately
after the nominative, then about what case to study after the prepositional, there are different opinions. In our
opinion, the concentric approach justifies both familiarity with the accusative case in the meaning of a direct
object, but only with inanimate nouns (5 yumatro xxypHan u criywaro My3biky ‘| read a magazine and listen to
music’), and the introduction of the genitive case in negation (Y meHs HeT yyebHuKa u pyukm ‘I do not have
a textbook and pen’). With a linear approach, in terms of ease of subsequent acquisition of grammatical
forms, we believe that it is more effective to study the meanings and forms of the genitive case, because the
accusative case, which is studied after the genitive, will not present great difficulties when using both
inanimate and animate nouns.

Familiarity with the meanings of the genitive case begins with the constructions Hem..., He 6blIr0..., He
6ydem... no..., was not..., will not....” This is supported by the fact that the structure y meHss ecms... 1 have...’
is already familiar to students. The need to give a negative answer makes the meaning of negation one of
the main. Exercises for practicing positive and negative answers demonstrate the similarity of the forms of
the neuter and masculine: y meHs ecmb kKHU2a — y MeHs1 Hem KHuau ‘| have a book — | have no book’, y meHsi
ecmb nucbMo — y MeHs1 Hem nucbma ‘| have a letter — | have no letter’, y MmeHsi ecmb KapaHOal — y MeHSs
Hem kapaHOawa ‘1 have a pencil — | don't have a pencil’, as well as develop skills in the use of the past tense
verb forms neuter: He 6b1/10 mexkcma, He 6bL10 3adaHus, He 6bL10o nexkyuu ‘there was no text, no task, no
lecture’.

The meaning of belonging (or subject of possession) is represented by the structures y 6pama ecmb
mawuHa the brother has a machine’ and aTto mawuHa 6pama ft is the brother’s machine’. Practicing these
constructions, it is necessary to teach foreign students to ask questions and give correct answers:

Y ko2o ecmb mawuHa? Y bpama. Who has a car? The brother has’.
Ubs amo mawuHa? bpama. \Whose car is this? Brother’s’.

The spatial meaning expressed by the prepositions u3 and ¢ (of) to denote the starting point of the
movement (omkyda? ‘where from?’) is also very used: 5 npuexan u3 Ezunma. 5 npuwén ¢ ypoka 1 come
from Egypt. | came out of the lesson’. At the same time, the rule of using prepositions u3 and c is easily
assimilated: the preposition u3 is the antonym of the preposition &, and the preposition c is the antonym of
the preposition Ha. Prepositions 6 and Ha, the use of which was practiced in the study of the prepositional
case, are repeated and used in various situations of speech communication: 5 6bin1 8 Mockee ‘1 was in
Moscow’ (20e? ‘where?’) — 5 npuexan u3 Mockebl 1 came from Moscow’ (omkyda? ‘where from?’); A 6b111 Ha
cobpaHuu 1 was at a meeting’ (20e? ‘where?’) — A npuwén ¢ cobparus ‘1 came out of a meeting’ (omkyda?
‘where from?’). Answers to the question where from? are considered and in situations, when the starting
point movement is animate face, in such answers is used the preposition om, for example, 5 npuwén om
6pama ‘1 came from my brother’. Thus it is necessary to pay attention of pupils that if at the answer to a
guestion where? if an animate object is used, then the preposition y must be used in the answer; it should be
noted that this is a form of the genitive case, not the prepositional one. To show the coordination of
grammatical forms and to work out the use of prepositions in such constructions it is advisable to use the
following examples:

51 6b1n1 8 bonbHUUe y epada ‘1 was in the hospital at the doctor’s’ — A npuwén u3 6onbHuUUsl om gpaya 1
came from the hospital from the doctor’.

The meaning of quantity in the genitive case is worked out on the example of such quantitative-nominal
phrases as a kycok xneba ‘piece of bread’, 6ymsinika monoka ‘a bottle of milk’, cmakaH coka ‘a glass of juice’
etc. But the greatest difficulty is the use of nouns with quantitative numerals and the words mHoz0, maro,
CKOrbKO, Heckorbko ‘many, few, how many, several’ etc. It is important to carefully work out the use of the
singular (after the numerals two, three, four) and plural (after the other numerals, starting with five) genitive:
0sa Opyea — nsmb Opy3el — MHO20 Opy3el two friends-five friends-many friends’, mpu cecmpsl — nsame
cecmép — Heckonbko cecmép ‘three sisters-five sisters-several sisters’, yemeipe nucbma — wecms nucem —
mario nucem four letters-six letters-few letters’.

The genitive case in the designation of the date is a weak point for many foreigners. Answering the question
when? using the exact date (day, month), it is necessary to use the genitive form: Ox podurncsi nssmozo
aszycma ‘He was born on the fifth of August’. It is advisable to present similar constructions in comparison
with other forms: 3mo cny4unoce degsssmozo mas ‘It happened on the ninth of may’ (koeda? ‘when?’) —
CeeodHs Oesssimoe masi ‘Today the ninth of may’ (kakoe ce2o0Hs yucno? ‘what’s the date today?’). If there is
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an indication of the year, it is also desirable to demonstrate the specificity of use: Cez2odHsi decssmoe
dekabpsi dee mbicss4u nsamoz2o 2oda ‘Today the tenth of December two thousand and five’. — 3mo
npousowsio decsimo2o dekabpsi dee mbicsivu nsimoz2o 2o00a ‘It was the tenth of December, two thousand
and five’. In both constructions, the indication of the year is the same — the form of the genitive case (since
there are other elements of the date). However, only the indication of the year requires a prepositional case,
which has been studied previously: 3mo 6bi10 8 dee mbicss4u namom 200y ‘It was in the two thousand and
fifth year'.

The study of the genitive case is also necessary for the correct use of the form of the comparative degree
of adjectives. In our opinion, students need to demonstrate different forms of use of the comparative degree
— with the genitive case and without it: 6paT cTtapwe cectpbl — 6pat cTapLue, yem cectpa ‘brother older than
sister’; kHura uHTepecHee unbma — KHUra nHTepecHee, yem cunom ‘the book is more interesting than the
film’. Close attention should be paid to special forms of formation degree of comparison: xopowud — ny4we
‘good-better’, noxol — xyxe bad-worse’, maneHbkul — MmeHbwe ‘small-less’, etc.

As already noted, the spatial meaning is one of the main ones for the genitive case, so it is important to
study the prepositions of the genitive case with a spatial meaning: okono doma, Hanpomue ocmaHO8KU,
80Kpy2 cmaduoHa, HedaJsleko om rapka, y okHa ‘near the house, opposite the bus stop, around the
stadium, near the park, at the window’ etc. A special communicative significance has a construction with a
preposition go: Kak dotimu (Goexams) do...?7 ‘How to reach (get) to...?":

Kak dolimu 0o 6aHka? Kak doexamb 0o aaponopma? Kak dobpamscsi 0o eok3ana? How to get to the
Bank? How to get to the airport? How to get to the station?’

Need pay attention and on polysemy some prepositions, for example the pretext y: y 6pama ecmb mawuHa —
suepa s1 6bin 'y 6bpama — npenodasamesib cmoum y okHa ‘my brother has a car — | was at my brother’s
yesterday — the teacher stands at the window’.

The temporal meaning of the genitive case is studied by the example of using different prepositions: do, so
spewmsi, nocne, c...0o (before, during, after, from...till). Jo nepepbiea mbI nosmopsiu epammamuky. Bo
epemsi nepepbiea Mbi runu koge. locse nepepwbiea Yyumanu mekcm. Maza3uH pabomaem ¢ ympa 0o
eeyepa. ‘Before the break we repeated the grammar. We had coffee during the break. After a break read the
text. The shop is open from morning till evening’.

When studying the genitive case, attention is also drawn to the type constructions: s y3Han Hogocmu om
dpyeaa, cmydeHmsl cmapuwux Kypcoe ‘| learned news from a friend, senior students’ etc.

As you can see, the genitive case is the most polysemantic. The variety of meanings makes it difficult to
study. At the initial stage, only those values that have high communicative significance are studied. However,
a systematic approach helps to learn the forms and meanings of the genitive case.

2.3 Accusative

In both the concentric and linear approaches, the study of the accusative case begins with the use of the
direct object (ymo? ko207?). This accusative function is necessary for the study of the verb and its forms.
Otherwise, the development of grammatical material will turn into a mechanical action that has no
communicative value. The use of the accusative case to convey the meaning of a direct object allows the
verbs studied to be included in sentences (Axmed nuwem (umo?) nucbmo ‘Ahmed is writing the letter’, a
OMma cnywaem (dmo?) my3biKy ‘Emma is listening to music’. 4 — xopowut cmydeHm. 5 ecez0a Oenatlo
domauwHee 3adaHue 1'm a good student. | always do my homework’), compose elementary dialogues (Ymo
mbl uwews? — A uwy knroyu What are you looking for? — I'm looking for the keys’. lTouemy mbi Oymaews,
4mo AHMOH YecmHbIU? — [Tomomy 4mo oH eceada eosopum npaedy ‘Why do you think Anton is honest? —
Because he always tells the truth’), etc. Then foreigners are introduced to sentences in which the direct
object is animate noun (54 m0brro (koz2o?) cecmpy ‘| love my sister, Muxaun x0ém (koeo?)
npenodaeamens ‘Michael is waiting for the teacher’). In our opinion, the study of the accusative case
should be preceded by familiarity with the genitive case in any approach. With such a sequence, it is not
difficult to assimilate the differences in the forms of animate (in the masculine gender coincide with the
genitive case) and inanimate (in the masculine and neuter genders coincide with the nominative case)
nouns. The forms of feminine nouns require separate remarks. Students learn well the difference between
words with endings -a/-s -y/~to in the accusative case) and words that end with -5 (the accusative form
coincides with the nominative case). At the same time it is necessary to pay attention to the fact that the
inflection-y/~t0 is also used in the prepositional case wkag — (20e?) e wkagpy, bepez — (20e?) Ha bepeay —
exceptions that need to be remembered) and in the dative case (dpye — (komy?) dpyay, OKHO — (Kyda?) K
OKHY, nperioGagamerb — (koMmy?) npenodasamernto — forms of masculine and neuter words). Therefore, it is
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advisable to make exercises to compare and consolidate these endings.

In the concentric approach, primary familiarity with the accusative case is limited to the meaning of the direct
object. In more detail, the forms of nouns in the plural, as well as the forms of adjectives and pronouns are
studied either by repeated reference to the accusative case (concentric approach), or only after fixing the
functioning in the above-considered meaning of nouns in the singular (linear approach).

Simultaneously with the study of the accusative case, foreigners get acquainted with the verbs of motion,
since the use of this case as a designation of the direction of movement (kyda?) frequency. To show the
difference of forms in the designation of a place, it is necessary to compare different cases with different
prepositions:

Kyda? — e/ Ha + accusative case (there is displacement, are used the verbs of motion, the ultimate point —
finish) — Mlean edem e ogbuc Ha pabomy ‘lvan is going to the office to work’.

20e? — e/ Ha + prepositional case (one place, no movement, no movement) — /leaH e oghuce Ha pabome
‘Ivan is in the office at work’.

omkyda? — us/ ¢ + genitive case (there is displacement, can be used the verbs of motion, initial point — start)
- UsaH edem u3 ogpuca c pabomnl ‘lvan is going from office with work’.

Comparison of the questions kyda? and 20e? and the correct use of them will help avoid mistakes when
choosing the case of the designation of the place. Foreigners often confuse these two questions and,
therefore, the choice of prepositional or accusative case causes difficulties. The similarity of prepositions and
the existence of parallel constructions in the language: Byepa s 6b1n1 (20e?) 8 6onbHuUye Yesterday | was in
the hospital’ (prepositional case) and Buepa s xodun (kyda?) e 6onbHuyy ‘Yesterday | went into the
hospital’ (accusative case) — determine the need for a more detailed explanation of this topic and
consolidating it on a large number of examples.

When fixing the use of prepositional forms (ede?), accusative (kyda?) and genitive (2de? and omkyda?) for
cases, exercises that include a regional component are effective, for example, " working with a city map, the
use of which will facilitate the adaptation and orientation of students. At the same time, speech models can
be worked out, helping in everyday communication situations to find the way to the right place in the city, to
learn information about the location of an object, which provides access to the communicative level,
communication with such a type of speech activity as speaking" (Kozhemyakova, 2017, p. 179).

Special attention should be paid to the constructions with the verbs kmacme — nonoxums, cmasume —
rnocmasums, gewams — nogecums, Which also require the accusative case. In the practice of teaching
Russian as a foreign language we pay attention to the comparison of sentences such as:

Maxmyd nonoxurn kHuay (kyda?) Ha cmon ‘Mahmoud has put the book at the table’. — Tenepb kHu2a nexum
(20€?) Ha cmose ‘Now the book is lying on the table.’.

Mueenb nocmasun sasy (kyda?) Ha okHo ‘Miguel has put the vase at the window’. — Tenepb 8a3a cmoum
(20€?) Ha okHe ‘Now the vase is on the window.’.

Hypa nosecuna nansmo (kyda?) e wkagh ‘Nyura has hung up her coat into the wardrobe’. — Tenepb nanbmo
sucum (20e?) e wkagpy ‘Now coat is hanging in the wardrobe’.

Constructions of the first type are built on the model: subject (kmo?) + verb knacms — nonoxums, cmasume
— nocmasums, gewamb — nogecums + place (kyda?), and the second-by type: subject (ymo?) + verb
nexamsb, cmosime, sucems + place (ede?). As in sentences with verbs of movement, the accusative case is
used to denote the movement of an object, it should be emphasized that the grammatical subjects in the
constructions of the first type are animate nouns, while in sentences of the second type — inanimate, it is the
object itself that has been moved.

The accusative case is also used to denote time. In this sense (the answer to the question ko2da?) are
used in different cases. It is necessary to pay attention to the fact that the accusative case is applied only
when we talk about the day of the week (Mbi1 xodunu e myseli 8 namHuyy “We went to the Museum on
Friday’) or the time on the clock (MazasuH omkpbisaemcsi @ 4yac ‘The supermarket is opened at one
o'clock’). In these constructions, as in sentences with the prepositional case, the preposition g is used to
denote time, so it is necessary to do exercises to distinguish the cases when these two cases are used
(Mama npuedem (koeda?) e cpedy ‘Mother will arrive on Wednesday’ — Mbi 6ydem cOasamb 3K3aMeHb!
(koeda?) e siHeape ‘We will take exams in January’. lNywkuH podurics (kozda?) 8 mbicssYa ceMbcom
desssHocmo dessimom 200y ‘Pushkin was born in seventeen ninety-ninth’).

When answering the question koeda? the following constructions with accusative case can be used: vac
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Hasad, Hedesno Ha3ad, mecsay Hasad, etc. (in sentences with verbs in the past tense) — yepes vac, yepes
Hedeso, Yyepe3 mecsu, 4Yepes 200, etc. (in sentences with verbs in the future tense). For example, TaHs
cmompena amom ¢unbm Hedeso Ha3ald ‘Tanya has watched this film a week ago’. — Yepe3 Hedento s
rnoedy 8 komaHAupoeky 8 Hebokcapsi ‘| will go on a business trip to Cheboksary in a week’.

In addition, the accusative should be used when answering questions kak donzo? (OHu pewanu amy
npobriemy uyenyro Hedemnro ‘They solved this problem for a week’. 5 He cnan ecto Hoyb 1 stayed up all
night’) and kak yacmo? (Kaxdyro Hedemto mbl nuwem OukmaHmbl ‘Every week we write dictation’). If a
numeral is used to indicate duration (kak donzo?) as a specific number of minutes, hours, etc., a numeral is
put in the accusative case. Thus in sentences with imperfective verbs used accusative without the
preposition — Buepa 51 Oenan domawHee 3adaHue mpu 4aca ‘| did my homework for three hours yesterday’.
And after the perfect verb — the accusative with the preposition 3a — Buepa 51 cOenan domawHee 3adaHue 3a
mpu 4aca ‘| have done my homework in three hours yesterday’..

To denote the time with the accusative case, the preposition Ha can be used in the following cases:

1) in determining the period of time during which something will continue (Ha kakoe 8pems?) — A xo4y 83s55mb
omnyck Ha Hedemo ‘I want to take a vacation for a week’. B noHedernbHUK 51 ye3xar 8 KOMaHOUPOBKY 8
CaHkm-lNemepbype Ha dse Hedenu ‘On Monday I'm going on a business trip to St. Petersburg for two
weeks’.

2) with verbs HasHadyamp — HasHa4Yumb, repeHocums — repeHecmu, dozogapugambscsi — 002080PUMBCS,
nnaHupogams — criaHupoeams, etc. — [Jupekmop HasHa4yun ecmpedy Ha namHuyy ‘The Director has an
appointment for Friday’ [aealime nepeHecém Hawy ecmpedy cO 8mMOpHuUKa Ha cpedy ‘Let's move our
meeting from Tuesday to Wednesday’. Y meHs1 yxe ecmb rnnaHbl Ha cnedyroujue ebixodHble ‘| have
already got plans for next weekend. Mkl docoeopurnucs Ha cy66omy ‘We have agreed on Saturday’.

But these cases of the use of the accusative case can be studied only in strong groups, since they are not
frequent.

2.4 Dative

In the linear and concentric study of the case system it is advisable to enter the meanings of the dative case
starting with use cases without prepositions. Studying it, the case endings of nouns, adjectives, pronouns in
the singular and plural forms are assimilated. The most common meaning of the dative case without
preposition is meaning of recipient (5 3goHto dpyey, cecmpe ‘I'm calling a friend, a sister’). This meaning is
realized in combination with verbs 36oHUMb — MO380HUMB, Mucamb — Harucamb, 2080pUMb — CKa3amb,
Oasamb — damsb, nomozams — nomMoys and other verbs after which the question komy? is asked. These verbs
are very relevant, so almost immediately there is a need for the construction of such phrases with the dative
case.

The dative case denotes age (Bpamy cemb riem ‘Brother is seven years old’). This meaning does not make
difficulties because students learn and memorize it at the very beginning of the lessons, when they learn to
speak about themselves and their family.

Impersonal sentences may contain a logical (semantic) subject, which is often a noun (or pronoun) in the
dative case. When a logical subject is present, it is often interpreted as the “experiencer,” that is, the person
who experiences some emotional or physical state. This meaning is used with a question komy? and in
combinations:

1) With the verb Hpasumbscs — noHpasumbcsi (komy?). MHe Hpasumcsi my3bika 1 like music; Emy
rnoHpasumcsi omObixamb Ha mope ‘He will like to relax on the sea’,

2) With the verb xomemscs (komy?): Ham xouemcsi cnams \We want to sleep’,

3) With words, denoting emotional or physical state such as xonodHo, xapko, eecerio, epyCcmHo,
UHMePECHO, CKy4HO (komy?). MHe xopowo eudHo ‘I can see fine’; Bam HeydobHo “You're uncomfortable’,

4) With predicative adverbs such as Hado, HyXHO, MOXHO, Henb3si (komy?). MHe HyxHO rnoumu 8 6aHk ‘|
need to go to the Bank’; CmydeHmy Henb3si ona3dbieams ‘The student must not be late’.

Exactly in this order you can study this meaning in a linear approach, but in the concentric study of the case
case system, this meaning is better to start studying with more relevant constructions which express
necessity with Hado, HyxHO, MOXxHO, Henb3s, etc. These impersonal sentences are necessary in many
situations of communication.

Impersonal construction with the verb Hpasumscsi are more difficult because there is a simpler construction g
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mobno. The construction with the verb xomemascs is also not the most relevant because there is an easier
way to express the meaning with the phrase s xouy. Understanding the difference between mHe Hpasumcs
and s mobno, MHe xodemcsi and s xouy requires a more advanced level of learning Russian.

At the same advanced stage it is possible to enrich the meaning of the logical subject in impersonal
sentences by words denoting the state of person (xon0dHo, xapko, etc.).

Meanings of the dative case with prepositions also need to begin with exploring the main meaning of the
dative with the preposition kK — purpose of movement: the person and the object as a purpose of motion (4
udy k epauyy ‘I'm going to the doctor’; 5 nodowen k okHy ‘| come to the window’).

It is necessary to repeat and further consolidate the use of various case forms with verbs of motion at this
stage: opposite questions kyda? (accusative) and omkyda? om koeo? (genitive) now receive a logical
addition in the form of a question k komy? and the dative forms: Axmed udem (kyda?) e 6osnbHUUY (K KOMY?)
Kk epauy ‘Ahmed goes (where?) to the hospital (fo whom?) to a doctor’. — Axmed udém (omkyda?) u3
b6onbHUYUbI (om K020?) om gpadya ‘Ahmed is coming (from where?) from the hospital (from whom?) from the
doctor’. It is necessary to practice the use of three different cases with different prepositions on a large
number of examples. It is desirable that the exercises are accompanied by illustrations for greater clarity and
ease of understanding and memaorization.

Further information about the use of verbs of motion with case forms is replenished by the meaning of the
dative case with a preposition no the place of movement, the surface along which a movement proceeds
(CmydeHm udém no kopudopy ‘A student is walking down the hall). This meaning in the concentric
approach should be introduced at an advanced stage of study, as in this case, students meet again the
guestion 2de?, which they are already accustomed to associate with the prepositional case, so this use
causes difficulties. Students need to be given an understanding of the difference between the purpose of the
movement and the place where it occurs, this also requires exercises with examples that include both
meanings expressed in different cases:Mapusi udem no napky e wkosy Ha ypok ‘Maria is walking in the
park to school to class’; OH udém no ynuuye e 6onbHUUy k epady ‘He walks down the street to the

hospital to the doctor’; OH edem no npocnekmy u3 6onbHUUbLI om epaya ‘He's driving down the
Avenue from the hospital from the doctor’.

True enough, the value of the dative means of communication with the preposition no the question is no
yemy? necessary in everyday life: On eogeopum no menegoHy ‘He is talking on the phone’; 4 cmompen
¢unsm no meneeusopy ‘| watched a movie on TV’; OHa crnbiwana Hogocmbs no paduo ‘She heard the
news on the radio’.

The dative case with the preposition mo (question kakoli?) is also important for students to denote the
meaning in combination with the names of sciences: YuebHuk, ak3ameH, namépka no ¢gusuke ‘Textbook,
exam, five in physics’. Other meanings are less necessary because there are other ways to express them:

1) The reason for an action with prepositions no and 65azodaps, question noyemy?. OH He rnpuwén no
6os1e3HuU 'He did not come because disease’; 51 ycnen 6nazodapsi 6ydunbHuky ‘| did it thanks to the alarm
clock’. Constructions with meaning of reason (He npuwén no 6onesHu) have book character: To denote
the reason, the construction with the genitive with the preposition u3-3a is also used, which is more frequent
in Russian (He npuwén us-3a 6os1e3HU).

2) The time when a repeated action takes place, the question koeda?: OH xodum e crnopma3san no
cy66omam 'He goes to the gym on Saturdays'. This meaning can be expressed differently, for example, the
construction with the word kaxdbiti and the accusative case is more often used: kaxdyro cybbomy ‘every
Saturday’.

2.5 Instrumental

The order of studying the meanings of instrumental case depends on their relevance. The meanings of
association or joint action is always studied first. (5 paseosapusato ¢ dpya2om ‘I'm talking to a friend’; OH
rnowérn e kKuHo ¢ nodpyaol ‘He went to the cinema with a girlfriend’), because it is very popular in everyday
speech of students. English speakers learn it quite easily by analogy with the English preposition “with”. This
prepositional use is studied before non-prepositional ones. After it, all cases of using the instrumental case
without a preposition are considered and only then the remaining cases of using with prepositions are
studied.

Very frequent is the use of the instrumental case with verbs 3aHumamscs, uHmepecosamscs, yernekambscsi
and the question yem? (5 3aHumarocb cnopmowm ‘| do sports’; OH yenekaemcsi My3bikol ‘He enjoys music’;
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Ona uHmepecyemcsi ¢busukol ‘She's interested in physics’). However, when studying concentric at the
initial level, you should limit yourself to the verb 3aHumamescsi. Only then the verbs unmepecosamsbcs,
yenekambcsi are added to the verb 3aHumamscs, because the difference between the meanings of these
verbs needs to be explained later, at a more advanced level.

The use of the instrumental case with the verb 6simb, cmams, cmanosumescs, pabomams (kem?) to denote
occupation, profession, position, etc. is also very relevant, as students learn to give information about their
family and about themselves at the very initial level of learning Russian (OH 6ydem epa4yom ‘He will be a
doctor’; Mol 6pam cmaHem epadom ‘My brother will be a doctor’; OH cmaHogsumcsi cunbHbIM ‘He becomes
strong’; Omey pabomaem uHxxeHepom ‘My father works as an engineer).

The instrumental case is used to denote the instrument of action with the question vem? (4 nuwy py4xod ‘I
write with a pen’). Using this meaning is difficult because students mistakenly use the preposition C in these
constructions. It is necessary to give more exercises on comparison of designs of type pucoean
kapaHdawom ‘painted with a pencil’ — pucoean ¢ dpyzom ‘painted with a friend’.

One of the most important meanings of instrumental case is denoting the agent in passive constructions,
the question is kem? (Paboma HanucaHa cmydeHmom ‘The work is written by a student’). This meaning is
used in passive constructions, so short passive participles are studied in parallel. Exercises on comparison
of active constructions with accusative case of direct object (XydoxHuk Hapucoean kapmuHy ‘The artist
painted a picture’) and passive constructions with instrumental case denoting the agent of action (Kapmu+a
HapucosaHa xydoxHukom ‘The picture is drawn by the artist’) are productive.

The preposition ¢ in combination with the instrumental case also denote presence of something:

1) The feature of the object:. OHa nbem koge ¢ monokom ‘She drinks coffee with milk’; 5 nobno yal ¢
caxapom ‘| like tea with sugar’;

2) The feature of the person: MHe Hpasumcsi desywika ¢ eonybbimu enazamu ‘I like the girl with blue eyes’.

Studying this meaning, you need to remember the genitive case since it is the opposite of the meaning of the
construction with the preposition 6e3 (8oda 6e3 2a3za — 8oda ¢ 2a3om ‘water without gas — water with gas’).

In further meanings used to denote place (answering the question ede?) with prepositions Had, 3a, neped,
rnod, psidom c, mexdy are added to those listed (Jlamna eucum Had cmonom ‘The lamp hangs over the
table’; MawuHa cmoum 3a yeanom ‘The car is around the corner’; Msy nexum nod cmosnom ‘The ball is
under the table’; Anmeka Haxodumcsi psidom ¢ domom ‘The pharmacy is located next to the house’,
MawuHa edem mexdy domamu ‘The car goes between the houses’), time with preposition neped (Mol
pyku neped obedom ‘Wash your hands for dinner’); purpose with preposition 3a (5 xodun 8 mMazasuH 3a
xnebowm ‘| went to the store for some bread’).
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